
Sunday, February 18, 2024 
 

Discovering the Holy Spirit 
 
 

Last Week:   
 
The Holy Spirit is for all people: 
 
Believers (Acts 2) 
 
Devout Jews  (Acts 2) 
 
Samaritans  (Acts 8) 
 
Gentiles  (Acts 10) 
 

1. Gelato in Caesarea 
 

 
The Purpose of the Holy Spirit 

 
Acts 9: 3 – 20 (NLT) 

     As he was approaching Damascus on this mission, a light from heaven 
suddenly shone down around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice 
saying to him, “Saul! Saul!  Why are you persecuting me?” 
    5 “Who are you, lord?” Saul asked. 
And the voice replied, “I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting!  
 6 Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 
    7 The men with Saul stood speechless, for they heard the sound of someone’s 
voice but saw no one! 8 Saul picked himself up off the ground, but when he 
opened his eyes he was blind. So his companions led him by the hand to 
Damascus. 9 He remained there blind for three days and did not eat or drink.   
10 Now there was a believer in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord spoke to him 
in a vision, calling, “Ananias!” 
    “Yes, Lord!” he replied. 
     11 The Lord said, “Go over to Straight Street, to the house of Judas.  
When you get there, ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul. He is praying to me 
right now. 12 I have shown him a vision of a man named Ananias coming in and 
laying hands on him so he can see again.” 
    13 “But Lord,” exclaimed Ananias, “I’ve heard many people talk about the 
terrible things this man has done to the believers in Jerusalem!  
    14 And he is authorized by the leading priests to arrest everyone who calls 
upon your name.” 



    15 But the Lord said, “Go, for Saul is my chosen instrument to take my 
message to the Gentiles and to kings, as well as to the people of Israel. 16 And I 
will show him how much he must suffer for my name’s sake.” 
    17 So Ananias went and found Saul. He laid his hands on him and said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road, has sent me so 
that you might regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Instantly 
something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he 
got up and was baptized. 19 Afterward he ate some food and regained his 
strength. Saul stayed with the believers in Damascus for a few days. 20 And 
immediately he began preaching about Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is 
indeed the Son of God!” 
 

How Peter was changed… 
Matthew 26: 31, 33 - 35  (NLT) 

 
    On the way, Jesus told them, “Tonight all of you will desert me...  
     33 Peter declared, “Even if everyone else deserts you, I will never desert you.” 
 
     34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, Peter—this very night, before the rooster 
crows, you will deny three times that you even know me.” 
    35 “No!” Peter insisted. “Even if I have to die with you, I will never deny you!”  
     And all the other disciples vowed the same. 

 
Matthew 26: 69 -  (NLT) 

    Meanwhile, Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant girl came over 
and said to him, “You were one of those with Jesus the Galilean.” 
    70 But Peter denied it in front of everyone. “I don’t know what you’re talking 
about,” he said. 
    71 Later, out by the gate, another servant girl noticed him and said to those 
standing around, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 
    72 Again Peter denied it, this time with an oath.“I don’t even know the man,” he 
said. 
    73 A little later some of the other bystanders came over to Peter and said, “You 
must be one of them; we can tell by your Galilean accent.” 
    74 Peter swore, “A curse on me if I’m lying —I don’t know the man!” And 
immediately the rooster crowed. 
    75 Suddenly, Jesus’ words flashed through Peter’s mind: “Before the rooster 
crows, you will deny three times that you even know me.” And he went away, 
weeping bitterly. 
 

Acts 2: 14 – 16 (NLT) 
    Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the 
crowd, “Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem! Make 
no mistake about this. 15 These people are not drunk, as some of you are 
assuming. Nine o’clock in the morning is much too early for that. 16 No, what you 
see was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel… 



 
3000 Added… 
 

Acts 1: 6 – 8 (NLT) 
 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time 
come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?” 7 He replied, “The Father 
alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are not for you to 
know. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And 
you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere —in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 
Ascension… 
 


